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and, in order to take vengeance, became incarnate as a
new-born infant. King Pandian, who greatly desired to
have a child, one day found the deity incarnate as a
little girl, lying in the palace, with a very carious brace-
let on her arm, which was the exact copy of one
belonging to his wife. He wished to adopt the child,
but the astrologers warned him that she would bring
evil upon his house, so he had her put in a basket and
cast into the river. A merchant picked the basket out,
brought her up as his own daughter, and called her
Kannahai. Shortly before this, it happened that the
god Siva also became incarnate, as another merchant
living at Kaveripampatinam, a village at the mouth of
the river Kaveri. Hearing of the girl's mysterious
origin, he went and married her. After some years he
became very poor, and, in spite of his wife's remon-
strances, took her strange bracelet to Madura to sell it.
It happened that King Pandi ,'s wife had lost her
bracelet, which exactly resembled this one, a few days
before this* So the merchant was arrested on the
charge of stealing it, brought before the king and put to
death. In a few days, his wife, Kannahai, went to
Madura, heard what had happened, took the form of
Thurgai,1 the demon-killing goddess, and slew Pandian.
Since then she has been worshipped by the people.
The slaughter of Pandian created in her a desire for
bloodshed, and she is now a deity whom it is thought
prudent to propitiate.
Madurai-Viran. The following story is current
about Madurai-Viran in the folklore of South India.
He was a soldier in the service of the Naick King of
Madura, some centuries ago. The daughter of the king
fell in love with him. So Madurai-Viran gave up his
position and all his prospects of promotion and went o2
with the king's daughter. After their death both
Madurai-Viran and the king's daughter were deified and
worshipped. Madurai-Viran is also known as Patinet-
* Duiga, one of the names of Kali, the wife of Siva, who got
this name because she Mlled a violent-demon named Durga
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